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MILANO APERTA
NEW  ARCHITECTURE

ITINERARIES TO DISCOVER
MILAN'S NEW BUILDINGS
AND NEIGHBOURHOODS



MILAN TALKS ABOUT ITSELF

Whilst the city is getting ready for new urban redevelopment projects, 
the Urban Center, in co-operation with AIM, promotes new itineraries 
designed to discover newly built architecture in Milan.
This is a trip through a changing city, to get a first-hand impression of 
spaces after their significant transformation.
Today, we are at the start of a new season; it is absolutely important to 
be, once again, brave enough to anticipate events and to embark on new 
design adventures. This is an opportunity to promote an "urban 
renaissance" programme that must integrate with the existing facilities 
and allow us to design our Milan together, with everybody's help. 
Aiming at an open, innovative city, that seeks to improve its citizens' 
quality of life.
It is not just about joining the general metropolitan race to build 
skyscrapers, rather what we want is a cultural turnaround: we aim at 
giving birth to a new breed of relationship between heritage and 
innovation, a special Milanese way to modernity.
The Urban Center will serve as an interface towards all that is going 
on in the city. As a permanent workshop to study and communicate 
transformation processes. As a cultural, educational and meeting facility. 
As an opportunity to promote our city. Any idea, proposal or suggestion 
is valuable. No one should feel left out, let's work together.

Carlo Masseroli
Councillor for Local Development
City of Milan

MILANO APERTA - NEW ARCHITECTURE
Among the many urban renovation projects carried out in Milan in the last 
few years, this mini-guide chooses some that lend themselves to becoming 
itineraries along three directions: northbound, westbound and southbound 
from the city. They include some former industrial buildings and sites that 
have been converted into modern neighbourhoods equipped with green 
areas and services.
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NORTHBOUND ITINERARY

Maciachini Design Maurice Kanah, Italo Rota, Paolo Pasquini, 
Alessandro Scandurra, Studio Sauerbruch Hutton

The historic industrial complex of Carlo Erba, one of the leading global pharmaceutical and chemical production 
companies, was first built in the late 19th century and later expanded to occupy 100,000 sqm. Following the 1970s 
industrial crisis, it was progressively abandoned and finally closed in 1998. Today, a modern business park is being 
built on this large area, where over 4,000 people will work: a large urban scheme including new offices, but also a 
theatre-museum, a fitness centre with some neighbourhood shops, a food park and public spaces for leisure time. 
The first three stages of development were managed by Europa Risorse, whilst the area belonged to Doughty Hanson & Co.; 
now, works continue under a new ownership. Europa Risorse is also in charge of managing the fourth phase with 
Doughty Hanson. Architectural design is in the hands of a top-notch team of Italian and international architects: 
Maurice Kanah for the first service buildings; Alessandro Scandurra for the new headquarters of Zurich; Italo Rota 
designed retail stores, the theatre-museum, the future headquarters of Europa Risorse and the green areas; Paolo Pasquini 
for the food park; Berlin-based Studio Sauerbruch Hutton for the remaining part of the office complex. After major 
reclamation works, construction went on very quickly, so that the first buildings were ready in 2006 - called Mac 1, 2, 3 and 4, 
that are now home to some important multi-national organisations: Sorin Group, Société Générale, Mattel, Hyperion, Mont 
Blanc, Oracle, Macquarie and Universal Music Italy. Artist Alberto De Braud made a 17-metres tall sculpture for the great hall 
of buildings Mac 2 and 3, where it further enhances their high architectural quality.
The next building to be finished will be Mac 9, currently under construction: this will be that largest facility in the complex, 
about 29,000 sqm, and it will serve as Zurich Italy's new headquarters. Italo Rota's theatre-museum 
will be the public heart of the 
new neighbourhood: the theatre can be opened completely, thus turning its site into a large outdoor amphitheatre that can sit up to 
1,250 people. Green areas above the underground public parking lot will connect the theatre to the food park, i.e. restoration halls 
all along a semi-covered path at the centre of this new block. This project also redevelops the streets around it, with new lighting and 
paving. Two kms of the Raggio Verde cycling/pedestrian lane will run from Maciachini to the Parco Nord. 

PROJECT INFO
Location: 
Former Carlo Erba site, 
at Via Imbonati, Crespi, 
Bovio
Design: 
Architects M. Kanah, 
I. Rota, P. Pasquini, 
A. Scandurra, 
M. Sauerbruch 
and L. Hutton
Surface: 95,000 sqm














